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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-745
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: November 22, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: November 10, 2011
Type of Action: City Charter amendment; authorization for referendum, provisional Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends City Charter Article 5 – The Council – and Article 13 – Duval County School Board – to transfer the power and duty to periodically redraw school board districts from the City Council to the Duval County School Board.  It provides for a transition period during which the current districts will remain in effect until such time as the School District adopts new districts and authorizes the Supervisor of Elections to place a referendum on the ballot either of the November 2012 general election or any preceding county-wide election ballot.
Background Information:  The City Charter currently provides that adjacent City Council districts are paired to create the 7 School Board districts.  Initial research indicates that the Duval County School Board is the only school board in Florida that does not draw its own electoral district boundaries.  Several school boards voluntarily utilize their county commission’s districts for school board purposes as well, presumably to reduce confusion from multiple sets of non-matching districts and to utilize the time and effort of the county’s redistricting process for two purposes.  During this year’s City Council redistricting process School Board pointed out how various map proposals would affect school board representation of different constituencies and would impact school feeder patterns.
Policy Impact Area: School Board redistricting
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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